
Syllabus – Public International Law-  summer semester 2016/2017-  mgr Marta Klimas   

 

Classes date Topic   

Classes 

1: 

USOS revision + 

introductory 

classes   

 Test feedback session  

 Organizational classes   

Classes 

2:  

 

USOS personality 

and 

recognition 

in 

international 

law 

Concepts: international legal personality; subjects of public international law; 

statehood, non-state actors (international organizations), concept of 

recognition (i.a. declaratory and constitutive view, functions of recognition, 

de facto and de jure recognition, recognition in political and legal sense, 

collective recognition/ non-recognition) 

Classes 

3:   

 

USOS personality 

and 

recognition 

in 

international 

law 

Concepts: international legal personality; subjects of public international law; 

statehood, non-state actors (international organizations), concept of 

recognition (i.a. declaratory and constitutive view, functions of recognition, 

de facto and de jure recognition, recognition in political and legal sense, 

collective recognition/ non-recognition) 

Classes 

4:  

 

USOS international 

law of 

territories 

(territorial 

sovereignty) 

the concept of territory, territorial regimes in public international law 

(sovereignty and minor territorial rights: leases, servitudes, protectorates, 

condominiums, mandates, trusteeship system, international administration of 

territories) 

Title to territory, modes of territorial acquisition (i.a. occupation, 

abandonment, discovery, symbolic annexation, cession, renunciation, 

adjudication, conquest, accretion, acquisitive prescription, +delimitation of 

boundaries) 

transfer (i.a. dismemberment, secession, merger, incorporation, +succession 

of treaties) 

Classes 

5:  

 

USOS  international 

law of 

territories 

(territorial 

sovereignty) 

the concept of territory, territorial regimes in public international law 

(sovereignty and minor territorial rights: leases, servitudes, protectorates, 

condominiums, mandates, trusteeship system, international administration of 

territories) 

Title to territory, modes of territorial acquisition (i.a. occupation, 

abandonment, discovery, symbolic annexation, cession, renunciation, 

adjudication, conquest, accretion, acquisitive prescription, +delimitation of 

boundaries) 

transfer (i.a. dismemberment, secession, merger, incorporation, +succession 

of treaties) 

Classes 

6:  

 

USOS law of the 

sea 

United Nations Convention on the Law of the Sea of 10 December 1982:  

art. 1 -33; art. 55 – 62; art. 73-74; art. 76 – 120; art. 133 – 149; art. 300 - 

304 
delimitation and rights connected with i.a. :internal waters. territorial sea, 

contiguous zone, exclusive economic zone, continental shelf, the high seas, 

international seabed 

Classes 

7:  

 

USOS law of the 

sea 
United Nations Convention on the Law of the Sea of 10 December 1982:  

art. 1 -33; art. 55 – 62; art. 73-74; art. 76 – 120; art. 133 – 149; art. 300 - 

304 
delimitation and rights connected with i.a. :internal waters. territorial sea, 

contiguous zone, exclusive economic zone, continental shelf, the high seas, 

international seabed 

Classes 

8 

USOS diplomatic 

law 
Vienna Convention on Diplomatic Relations, 1961:  diplomatic relations 

(i. a. legal aspects; staff, premises and facilities of Missions, Inviolability 

of Missions, privileges and immunities) 

Classes 

9 

USOS diplomatic 

law 
Vienna Convention on Diplomatic Relations, 1961:  diplomatic relations 

(i. a. legal aspects; staff, premises and facilities of Missions, Inviolability 

of Missions, privileges and immunities) 

Classes 

10 

USOS Test  3 to 5 short questions and 1 or 2 longer- essay questions  



 

 

 

Grading policy: 

 Active participation in the classes- rewarded with a “plus” (one plus possible for each classes) 

 Four pluses in the semester boost the semester grade half a grade up 

 Final test- open-ended questions; one must take the test on a due date- failing to write the test on a due date 

without any justification (eg. sick leave) will result in lowering the grade from the test half a mark down  

 3 to 5 short questions and 1 or 2 longer- essay questions  

Final grade  

 an average of two grades from both semesters  

Absences:  

 two absences per semester are permitted without producing any excuse note  

 any additional absences require justification and “make up work” for the missed class during the office 

hours- student is expected to have knowledge of the material discussed during the missed classes 


